
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Greater Cleveland Sports Commission 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: 2017 NEOCycle Urban Cycling and Lifestyle Festival 

Your Project Summary: The nation’s first and only urban cycling festival, NEOCycle weekend includes six 

bicycle races and rides, connected by a vibrant community festival at Edgewater Park called The Hub. The 

Hub celebrates all that Cleveland is, featuring live music from local and regional bands, eclectic art projects 

and demonstrations, stand-up paddle boarding, local artists and makers, food trucks & beer garden, kids 

zone and more! 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I felt that this application met portions of each of the three funding criteria.  The community 

festival seems to be an add on, it looks like that at one point it's called NEOCycle MusicFest, and at 

another, the Hub.  I think that the who will be involved section of the application was incomplete and did 

not see if there were arts and cultural organizations involved. Other than bands, there was no specificity 

about the eclectic arts involved.  The arts also seem to be an add on except for entertainment provided 

by the bands.  The other stated arts activities are too general.  In the budget, how the funds will be used 

for the hub and music fest is not clear.  In the support materials, the video did not highlight the music and 

arts involved, though they are supposed to be highlights if the event.  Also, from the pocket schedule 

sample presented, there was very little promotion of the music fest and the hub, the focus was on the 

cycle event. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This proposal didn't meet the criteria for funding. The NEOCycle project failed to explained 

anywhere the MusicFest portion mentioned in the Budget section. I couldn't tell from the proposal that 

there was a NeoCycle Music Fest associated to it, since it is not mentioned anywhere in the activities 

section of the proposal. The bulk of the proposal is spent on the activities associated to the cycling festival. 

Answers to the following questions would have made the proposal stronger and meet the criteria: 

  1) Define in detail the two day Music Fest portion of the NEOCycle Festival. 

  2) How does the Music Fest fit with the goals of the NEOCycle Festival? 

  3) What specific artist or artistic acts will be participating in the Music Fest? Which are booked and which 

are pending? Any headline talent?  

  4) What hands-on art experiences are you referring to? Who is facilitating these? How do people 

participate? 

In the budget narrative portion of the application, it seems that the CAC funds will be used solely to pay 

for marketing and publicity activities. For all these reasons, the criteria for arts and culture support are 

not met in this proposal. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal presents event programming that is community-based and entertainment 

oriented with opportunities to experience health and wellness activities. The public benefit offered could 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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be supported with more detail, especially in terms of sustainable programming and residual benefit. This 

application receives a "somewhat" rating. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. The combination of a cycling competition 

centered around an arts festival is a creative way to bring arts and cultural vibrancy into the community. 

By bringing together multiple aspects of community life, this proposal creates that tangible public benefit 

on multiple levels. Although this is only the second year for the project, the materials submitted from last 

year's inaugural event show that there is an organizational capacity to complete this event. I like the idea 

of combining different community events, not typically seen together, to create something that will really 

engage residents. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: The applicant does not meet the funding criteria because it meets neither the public benefit 

nor aspects of the organizational capacity criteria: there is no clearly defined community, no knowledge 

of community, and the applicant does not demonstrate  of how they are working with community. The 

defined community is too vast and it is unclear how knowledgable and how they will work with them. The 

applicant's project does generate cultural vibrancy and engages qualified and diverse cultural 

professionals. There is a clear project goal but what about something more impact/mission tied? What is 

the context (is it an increase from before)? The project goal and progress measures do not align with one 

another  -- while a good idea, the passport measures engagement in multiple activities, not attendance. 

Lastly, the plan and capacity are unclear. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


